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The Decision

To provide financial support to towns and villages preparing
neighbourhood development plans, from funding we expect to
receive from government.

This will be offered upfront to town or parish councils progressing
a neighbourhood plan, provided the neighbourhood planning area
has been designated and we have received the first £5000 grant
from central government. Neighbourhood Plan groups must
submit an acceptable project plan through to examination stage.
Financial support will be offered on the understanding that if they
do not proceed to examination stage, or if the plan fails at
examination due to non-compliance with the draft local plan
proposals, we reserve the right to recover any monies paid
towards the production of the plan.

The amount offered should be as follows:
£15,000 for town councils
£10,000 for larger villages

£5,000 for smaller villages.

Reasons for
Decision

¢ Neighbourhood Plans will form the main policy documents for
local areas, in addition to the Local Plan 2029 (and any other
Development Plan Documents adopted at the time) and may
allocate sites for development and set local policies for
development.

The Vale of White Horse District Council Corporate Plan 2012-
2016: Vision for the Vale states that the council will
‘Encourage communities to consider developing
Neighbourhood Plans as a means of shaping their local




environment’.
¢ They can contribute to the following corporate objectives:

o Meeting housing need - by identifying land supply to meet
future housing need

o Building the local economy — by supporting business growth
in appropriate locations whilst protecting the character of
our towns and villages, and

o Support for local communities — by supporting rural
communities to identify local issues and needs, and
solutions available to meet them.

6 Alternative ¢ Not to give any funding to town and parish councils — this does
Options not meet the corporate plan objectives and does not
Rejected encourage communities to consider development
Neighbourhood Plans.

o To give communities all of the funding received from the
government — the council would not have sufficient resources
to support communities in producing neighbourhood plans or
to fund the examination and referendum.

e To offer the same amount of financial support to towns, larger
villages and smaller villages — the amount of money spent on
producing neighbourhood plans will not be the same for each
area. Larger areas have more people to consult and are more
likely to have numerous and complex issues.

7 Resource A Senior Planning Officer (Neighbourhood Planning) has been
Implications appointed to support communities in producing neighbourhood
plans. There are therefore no additional resource implications

arising from this decision.
8 Legal Neighbourhood planning is part of the Government’s initiative to
implications empower local communities to take forward planning proposals at

a local level (S.116 of the Localism Act). The proposal to have

the chairman of the town or parish council to sign a letter

accepting the conditions of grant is acceptable for this level of
risk.
9 Financial A budget has been created for 2013/14 to enable payments to
implications the NP groups. There are currently two NPs in production, one
town and one larger village. One smaller village has submitted an
application for designation of a NP area and a few others are in
the pipeline.

The council may have short-term cash flow problems with this

budge head but the problem is not significant.
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